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Home Worship Guide

1. Home Worship

Thank you for your generosity in participating in this important project. In this project, we will
explore the ways in which our children learn about God through a specially designed home worship.
We can worship God anywhere, anytime, in "spirit and truth" (John 4:24). When Jesus' followers
gathered for worship immediately after He went up to heaven, they gathered in their homes, ate
together, and worshiped God there. In other words, the original form of Christian worship was home
worship. Grandiose buildings and decorations for places of worship were all later developments
throughout history. Therefore, it is very important for us to restore the essence of worship and

experience what it is like to worship God at home.

The suggested order of worship for this project is as follows. We can begin with a prayer for

the guidance of the Holy Spirit throughout the service, do the Bible exploration with the children, and

conclude with a prayer of thanksgiving for God's guidance. We can sing songs of praise or hymns as

we see fit. This Home Worship Manual is a guide only for the Bible exploration with children.
2. How

Since children learn best when they are given the freedom and autonomy to explore the Bible
on their own, exercising their God-given curiosity and spiritual sensitivity to learn more about God,
the way we design our home worship in this project will respect children's freedom as much as

possible. In this project, we suggest that we follow the "three steps" of children's exploration.

But before we consider these three steps, there is ONE fundamental principle of this project,
and that is to "not explain.” This project wants to find out how well our children can do when they
are given full freedom to explore God in the Bible. Therefore, participating parents and caregivers are

encouraged to "not explain," but to simply ask questions and let the children say everything. It is

perfectly okay if they don't know the answers. It is perfectly okay for them to have doubts about

something in the Bible, because we trust in the work of the Holy Spirit who will continue to lead our



children in the way of salvation. Our children are in the process of growing, so we don't have to
worry too much about making sure that our children understand everything. They don't have to

understand everything because they are children and they have all the right 'not to know everything

right now. What is more important is to preserve their passion, curiosity and creativity which are in

fact their spiritual gifts from God. So let us not explain, but let them do all the talking, well, at least
for the duration of this project. Let us make our children feel comfortable talking about what they

find interesting in the Bible.

Okay, enough of the principle of the project. Now let us consider the three steps of
exploration. We suggest that the total time you spend with your children does not go over 30

minutes in total.

15t step: NOTICING (5 minutes)

In this step, parents and caregivers simply invite the children to find what they notice in the

Bible verses, by saying, "What do you notice there?" or "What did you find in the verses?” Their
finding doesn't have to be something deep or insightful. It can be anything they find in the given

verses.
2"d step: PUZZLING (5 minutes)

In this step, parents and caregivers simply invite the children to ask questions about the Bible
verses by saying, "Is there anything that puzzles you?" or "Do you have any questions about the

verses?” Their questions can be about anything in the Bible verses. Our children are expected to ask

all the "what, why, how, when, where, who, or whether" questions and more. All questions are

welcome at this stage. There are no right or wrong questions. Parents and caregivers should not
answer them. Children should save their answers for the 3" stage. In this stage, children can also do

NOTICING.
3rd step: EXPLORATION (10-20 minutes)

In this step, parents and caregivers simply invite the children to explore the Bible verses on
their own by saying, "Now you can say anything you want about the Bible verses.” Children are now
free to talk about their ideas and answers. They can answer the questions they just asked in the

previous step, or they can talk about anything else about the verses. Again, our children should feel

6



free to explore, and they should feel safe to talk about any questions or doubts. In this step, children

can also do both NOTICING and PUZZLING.

3. What

Apart from the Bible, there is no other way to understand God. So, we will always start with
the Bible. Our research team, with the help of scholars and church pastors, was able to come up with

the 12 topics that are important for Christian education and the related Bible verses.

For each topic, we provide the primary Bible verses you can use in home worship. We also

provide additional verses for the same topics, in case you and your children find them more
meaningful. So, you can choose either the primary selection as presented here, or optional verses
that you can find at the bottom of the page. All the texts presented here are from the International

Children's Bible (ICB).
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Theme 1. Who is God?
Bible verses: Genesis 1:1, 26-31

1 In the beginning God created the sky and the earth. 26 Then God said, “Let us make
human beings in our image and likeness. And let them rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky. Let them rule over the tame animals, over all the earth and over all the

small crawling animals on the earth.”

27 So God created human beings in his image. In the image of God he created them. He
created them male and female. 28 God blessed them and said, "Have many children and
grow in number. Fill the earth and be its master. Rule over the fish in the sea and over the

birds in the sky. Rule over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

29 God said, "Look, | have given you all the plants that have grain for seeds. And | have
given you all the trees whose fruits have seeds in them. They will be food for you. 30 | have
given all the green plants to all the animals to eat. They will be food for every wild animal,
every bird of the air and every small crawling animal.” And it happened. 31 God looked at
everything he had made, and it was very good. Evening passed, and morning came. This

was the sixth day.

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 1] Romans 1:20; Exodus 34:6-7
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Theme 2. Who is Jesus?

Bible verses: John 3:16, Matthew 16:15-16, John 14:6-7

John 3:16 “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son. God gave his

Son so that whoever believes in him may not be lost, but have eternal life.
Matthew16:15 Then Jesus asked [his disciples], “And who do you say | am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

John 14:6 Jesus [said], “I am the way. And | am the truth and the life. The only way to
the Father is through me. 7 If you really knew me, then you would know my Father,

too. But now you do know him, and you have seen him."

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® |s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 2] John 4:3-15; Matthew 1:23
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Theme 3. Who is the Holy Spirit?

Bible verses: John 14:15-17, 26

15 [Jesus said,] “If you love me, you will do the things | command. ' | will ask the Father, and

he will give you another Helper. He will give you this Helper to be with you forever. 7 The
Helper is the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him because it does not see him or

know him. But you know him. He lives with you and he will be in you.

26 . [Tlhe Helper will teach you everything. He will cause you to remember all the things |

told you. This Helper is the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name.

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® |s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 3] John 16:13-14; 2 Peter 1:21; Acts 1:8
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Theme 4. What is the Gospel?

Bible verses: 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

15 Now, brothers, | want you to remember the Good News | brought to you. You received
this Good News, and you continue strong in it. 2And you are saved by this Good News. But

you must continue believing what | told you. If you do not, then you believed for nothing.

3| passed on to you what | received. And this was the most important: that Christ died for
our sins, as the Scriptures say; 4 that he was buried and was raised to life on the third day as

the Scriptures say;

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® |s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 4] Luke 24:1-8
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Theme 5. | am a child of God.

Bible verses: John 1:11-13; 1 Corinthians 10:31

11 [Jesus] came to the world that was his own. But his own people did not accept him. 12 But
some people did accept him. They believed in him. To them he gave the right to become
children of God. '®* They did not become his children in the human way. They were not born

because of the desire or wish of some man. They were born of God.

3150 if you eat, or if you drink, or if you do anything, do everything for the glory of God.

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® |s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 5] 1 Peter 2:9-12
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Theme 6. Our Relationship with God

Bible verses: John 15:5-9

>| am the vine, and you are the branches. If a person remains in me and | remain in him,

then he produces much fruit. But without me he can do nothing. ¢ If anyone does not

remain in me, then he is like a branch that is thrown away. That branch dies. People pick up

dead branches, throw them into the fire, and burn them. 7 Remain in me and follow my

teachings. If you do this, then you can ask for anything you want, and it will be given to

you. 8 You should produce much fruit and show that you are my followers. This brings glory

to my Father. °| loved you as the Father loved me. Now remain in my love.

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 6] Matthew 22:37-40; Psalm 23
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Theme 7. We Worship God.

Bible verses: John 4:23-24

2 The time is coming when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.
That time is now here. And these are the kinds of worshipers the Father wants. 24 God is

spirit. Those who worship God must worship in spirit and truth.”

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® |s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 7] 1 Chronicles 16:23-31; Hebrews 13:15-16
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Theme 8. We Pray to God.

Bible verses: Psalm 145:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

8 The Lord is close to everyone who prays to him,

to all who truly pray to him.

16 Always be happy. 7 Never stop praying. '® Give thanks whatever happens. That is what

God wants for you in Christ Jesus.

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 8] Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Thessalonians 5:19-24
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Theme 9. We Do What is Right.

Bible verses: 2 Peter 3:17; Proverbs 21:2-3, 30-31

17 Dear friends, you already know about this. So be careful. Do not let those evil people lead

you away by the wrong they do. Be careful so that you will not fall from your own strong

faith.

2 A person may believe he is doing right.
But the Lord judges his reasons.
3 Do what is right and fair.
That is more important to the Lord than animal sacrifices.
30 There is no wisdom, understanding or advice
that can succeed against the Lord.
31You can get the horses ready for battle.

But it is the Lord who gives the victory.

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)

STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 9] 2 Timothy 1:7
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Theme 10. We Love Our Neighbors.

Bible verses: Matthew 7:12-14; Ephesians 4:32

12"Do for other people the same things you want them to do for you. This is the meaning
of the law of Moses and the teaching of the prophets. 13 “Enter through the narrow gate.
The road that leads to hell is a very easy road. And the gate to hell is very wide. Many
people enter through that gate. ' But the gate that opens the way to true life is very small.

And the road to true life is very hard. Only a few people find that road.

32 Be kind and loving to each other. Forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ.

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® |s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 10] Matthew 22:37-39
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Theme 11. We Serve Our Community.

Bible verses: Acts 2:43-47

43 The apostles were doing many miracles and signs. And everyone felt great respect for
God. # All the believers stayed together. They shared everything. 4° They sold their land and
the things they owned. Then they divided the money and gave it to those people who
needed it. 4 The believers met together in the Temple every day. They all had the same
purpose. They broke bread in their homes, happy to share their food with joyful hearts. 47
They praised God, and all the people liked them. More and more people were being saved

every day; the Lord was adding those people to the group of believers.

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 11] Colossians 3:23-24; 1 Peter 4:10; Romans 12:13
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Theme 12. We Share the Gospel.

Bible verses: Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:18-20

15 Jesus said to the followers, “"Go everywhere in the world. Tell the Good News to

everyone.["]

18 . Jesus ... said, "All power in heaven and on earth is given to me. ' So go and make

followers of all people in the world. Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son

and the Holy Spirit. 2° Teach them to obey everything that | have told you. You can be sure

that | will be with you always. | will continue with you until the end of the world.”

STEP 1: Noticing (5 minutes)

® What do you notice in the Bible verses?

® What do you find in the verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what is found.)
STEP 2: Puzzling (5 minutes)

® |s there anything you are wondering about?

® Do you have any questions about the Bible verses?

® (No explanation, no discussion in this step. Just sharing what children are wondering about.)
STEP 3: Exploration (10-20 minutes)

® You can feel free to say anything about the Bible verses.

®  (Please ensure that children feel safe and free to talk about their interpretation, exploration, and understanding)

[Optional Bible verses for Theme 12] 2 Corinthians 9:13
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